Schonstedt Magnetic Locators
A contribution to human security in Mali
The generous and timely donation by Schonstedt Instrument Company of 35 magnetic locators
to the programme of the United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS) in Mali is significantly
enabling the survey of dangerous areas contaminated by Explosive Remnants of War (ERW) and
hence contributing to human security.
Indeed, armed conflict in Mali has created a problem of explosive contamination which is
impacting the civilian population and stabilization efforts. This impact includes the potential
loss of life and injury of people within affected communities but also the safe return of refugees
and internally displaced people. Since March 2012, 80 civilian ERW casualties have been
recorded in Mali, of which more than half are children. Explosive contamination is also
adversely affecting livelihoods, freedom of movement and economic recovery, as well as the
safe deployment of national and international forces and extension of state authority.
While eight locators are currently being used by international Explosive Ordnance Disposal
(EOD) teams in Northern Mali (Timbuktu and Gao regions), another eight are presently being
used in connection with a five week EOD course which is being delivered by UNMAS in support
of the Malian Defense and Security Forces in Bamako. The remaining 17 locators will be
deployed in support of incoming EOD and combat engineering units from the United Nations
Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali (MINUSMA) in support of clearance
efforts in priority contaminated areas, as required. To date, UNMAS has coordinated the
clearance of more than 650 items of Unexploded Ordnance (UXO) and some 7411 items of
Small Arms Ammunition (SAA) in Mali.
On behalf of the people of Mali, UNMAS reiterates its appreciation to Schonstedt for its
dedicated and continuous support to the mine action sector and commitment to preventing
further injuries and loss of life amongst conflict affected communities.
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Annex: pictures

UNMAS EOD teams prepare for deployment to Timbuktu and Gao equipped with Schonstedt locators

Malian Defense and Security Forces personnel during practical training in the use of locators

Prac
tical training in explosive detection in support of the Malian Defense and Security Forces

EOD course participants and their instructors in Bamako in mid‐August

